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WHAT MAGNIFICENCE! – MAGNIFICENCE OF SURROUNDINGS, 

COMMUNION, CUISINE.

HOW IRONIC AND APPROPRIATE THAT WE HAVE COME FULL CIRCLE, 

FROM OUR BEGINNINGS WITH LADIES’ MILE IN NEW YORK, OUR EFFORTS 

IN CHARLESTON, AND NOW BACK HERE AGAIN.

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE TO SAVE THE CITY I WANT TO THANK 
YOU FOR THE HONOR OF THIS AWARD, BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY, I WANT 
TO THANK YOU FOR THE HONOR OF BEING AMONG SUCH TALENTED 
INDIVIDUALS DEDICATED TO THE FUNDAMENTAL LITERACY OF 
CLASSICISM, WHETHER IT BE LITERACY OF LANGUAGE, ART, OR 
ARCHITECTURE.

CHARLESTON IS SUCH A UNIQUE AND SPECIAL PLACE THAT I ENCOURAGE 

ALL OF YOU TO CRY OUT AGAINST THE ILLITERACY THREATENING 

HER, IN PARTICUAR, THE ENOURGEMENT BY OUR OTHER PRESERVATION 

GROUPS AND OUR BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW OF DUMBED-
DOWN, MODERNISTIC BUILDINGS INAPPROPRIATELT INSERTED INTO OUR 
HISTORIC DISTRICTS, ESSENTIALLY RENDERING TO THE PUBLIC EYE A 
FORM OF ARCHITECTURAL GRAFFITI AKIN TO THE BODY PIERCING AND 
TATTOOING OF A BEAUTIFUL FACE.

WE REALLY NEED A NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL VOICE TO SEND A 

MESSAGE TO OUR MAYOR AND TO OUR BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 

REVIW THAT ARCHITECTURE WITH THE GOOD MANNERS TO RESPECT A 
SENSE OF PLACE IS NOT ONLY OF ITS OWN TIME AMD PLACE, BUT, MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, IT IS TIMELESS.

THANK YOU FOR BEING WHAT YOU ARE, A SHINING LIGHT TO BREAK THE 

OVERCAST UPON US, AND THANK YOU FOR HELPING US KEEP THE 
BARBARIANS AT THE GATE.

